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About the project

The project “Enhancing Georgia’s Migration 
Management” (ENIGMMA) is one of the outcomes of 
Georgia’s continued progress in the implementation 
of the EU-Georgia Partnership and Cooperation 
Agreement, the EU-Georgia European 
Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) Action Plan, the mobility 
partnership and the visa facilitation and readmission 
agreements.
  
The project is funded by the European Union under the 
Eastern Partnership Integration and Cooperation 
Programme. The project started in December 2013 and 
will last until June 2017. 

The main objective of the project, which will be jointly 
managed by the Delegation of the European Union to 
Georgia and the International Centre for Migration 
Policy Development (ICMPD) in close cooperation 
with the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM), is to strengthen the migration governance 
framework in Georgia in line with the Visa 
Liberalisation Action Plan. 

ENIGMMA is based on the priorities laid down by the 
Georgian government in its migration strategy and the 
migration-related areas covered by the EU-Georgia Visa 
Liberalisation Dialogue and Visa Liberalisation Action 
Plan (VLAP). 

EU-Georgia cooperation

Relations between the EU and Georgia are based on the 
EU-Georgia Partnership and Cooperation Agreement, which 
entered into force in 1999, and the EU-Georgia European 
Neighbourhood Policy Action Plan adopted in 2006.
 
Georgia and the EU signed a mobility partnership in 
2009, and the visa facilitation and readmission 
agreements entered into force in 2011. The EU 
launched a visa dialogue with Georgia in 2012 and 
started preparing a Visa Liberalisation Action Plan 
(VLAP) as its main instrument for implementation. The 
VLAP was formally handed over to Georgia by 
Commissioner Cecilia Malmström on 25 February 2013. 

The VLAP allows EU and Georgian authorities to 
examine all the technical preconditions for the 
establishment of visa-free travel for Georgian citizens. It 
is structured in four blocks of measures dealing with 
document security, border and migration management, 
public order and security, and relevant external 
relations issues, respectively.

Project Components

ICMPD, with the strong involvement of experts from EU 
Member States, will cooperate with the relevant 
Georgian authorities in capacity building and institutional 
reform in the following migration management areas:

legal migration: development of a labour 
migration strategy, circular migration, diaspora 
involvement, visa policy and public awareness

human and fundamental rights: general public 
awareness raising on human rights, data 
protection, international protection, human rights 
issues related to irregular migration, trafficking in 
human beings and border management

strengthening of the analytical capacities and 
knowledge base on migration in Georgia, in 
particular, in areas covered by the VLAP, including 
cooperation with academia

support in the development of an evidence-based 
migration policy framework, including a 
comprehensive analysis of the impact of migration 
on the socio-economic development in Georgia
 
support in the development of a unified migration 
data information and analysis system in close 
cooperation with IOM.




