
 
  

 

           

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS 
FOR MOMENTA 2 PROJECT 

ONLINE TRAINING ON MIGRATION FOR JOURNALISTS 
 

Training dates: October 20 – 22, November 3 – 5 and 17 – 19, 2020  
(up to 2 hours per each training session) 

Languages: English1  

Project Background 

“Whatever changes are under way there is no doubting the continuing significance of mass media  
in contemporary society, in the spheres of politics, culture, everyday social life and economics….”2 

Media plays an important role not only in the formation of public opinion and public discourse, but also in shaping 
state approaches to migration by reporting on migration issues. By underlining the most pressing migration 
challenges or the numerous benefits of migration, by capitalising on certain migration topics and by omitting 
others, the media has a vast influence on the formation of a broad image and perception of migration itself. 
Therefore, it is important to know how information relating to migration is collected, shared and distributed 
amongst various actors, which significantly impacts the formation of both public perceptions and migration policy. 
As a first step towards such a review, it is crucial to study how migration-related issues are represented in the 
media. 

Considering the needs indicated above, the MOMENTA 2 (“Migration Media Training Academy”) project is 
dedicated to foster objective coverage and in-depth reporting on migration, in particular on legal migration 
channels and their benefits, on labour migration and on the disadvantages, dangers and pitfalls of irregular 
migration, smuggling and trafficking in human beings. In this way, the project seeks to contribute to an informed 
migration decision-making through balanced and evidence-based reporting on migration in the project countries: 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine. 

The project actively cooperates with journalism associations from the project countries seeking to develop a media 
training manual on migration. The training cycle for which this call for application is issued is based on the draft 
training manual.  

The MOMENTA 2 project is funded by the German Federal Foreign Office and is being implemented by the 
International Centre for Migration Policy Development, ICMPD.  

Training Outline 

In total three online trainings will be organised:  

1. 20 - 22 October 2020 
2. 3 – 5 November 2020  
3. 17 – 19 November 2020  

The duration of the training is two hours each day.  

The following topics are covered by the training curriculum: 

 Introduction to migration, terminology, definitions and concepts, migration theories 

 Legal migration, including labour migration  

 Irregular migration, migrant smuggling and trafficking in human beings  

 Forced migration and international protection 

                                                           
1 In case the project receives applications from qualified journalists who would require translation, then the project may consider offering 

interpretation into Russian language. However, English is the preferable language for the training sessions. 
2 Denis McQuail, Mass Communication Theory, 6th edition 2010. 



 
  

 

           

 The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on migration  

 Integration and reintegration, diaspora communities 

 Migration data analysis and data visualisation 

 Other migration and media related issues 

The training is organised by the International Centre for Migration Policy Development (ICMPD), an 
intergovernmental organisation based in Vienna, with experts from the University of Oxford's Centre on 
Migration, Policy and Society (COMPAS) and the Global Forum for Media Development. The training combines 
expert knowledge on both migration and media issues, thus it provides a unique opportunity to get in-depth 
knowledge on reporting on migration issues.  The participants will be selected through this call for applications.  

The online training sessions will include various interactive tools, showing and discussion of examples of TV, radio, 
newspaper articles, blogs on migration issues related to legal and labour migration as well as the dangers of 
irregular migration, using the expertise of German and other European professionals working in the field as well as 
additional exercises and homework, etc. 

The special features of the training are individual mentored writing sessions on specific topics selected by the 
project team together with the participants. During these sessions, the participants will develop an article on 
migration which is in line with the overall and specific objectives and main communication messages of the 
project. Preferably and whenever possible, all articles shall be written in the English language. Different reporting 
formats are allowed and encouraged such as videos, podcasts, interactive publications, etc. The writing process 
will be mentored by the expert team in form of advice for literature, research methods, statistical data, writing 
style, etc.  

Selection Criteria and Application Guidelines 

The following applicants are eligible to apply:  

 Junior or established (freelance) journalists working in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, 
Ukraine 

 Bloggers, radio or TV journalists, podcasters, other media creators covering Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 
Georgia, Moldova, Ukraine 

 Recent  graduates of journalism or media studies in need of a training on migration issues 

 Fluency in English language is highly recommended and will be treated as an asset while examining the 
applications 

 Interest in migration topics 

 Availability to participate at the online trainings on the indicated dates in October and November 2020 (up to 
2 hours per each training day) 

 Readiness to work on individual assignment on development of journalistic work on migration issues  

Interested applicants shall send their application email to momenta@icmpd.org, attaching the following: 

 Recent CV in English language, including contact information and a short biography of the journalist (up to 
100 words) 

 If available, copies of up to three published stories/ journalistic pieces related to migration preferably in 
English language (in most common file format (MS Word – for text articles/ blogs, etc; AVI, WMV – for video; 
PCM, WAV or MP3 – for audio stories. Please, contact the organisers, if there are questions related to the file 
format). In case the articles are not available in English, please send them in original language (Armenian, 
Azerbaijani, Belorussian, Georgian, Romanian, Ukrainian and Russian languages will be eligible for this 
submission) with a short summary in English 

 If available, link to officially published narratives/ stories related to migration, preferably in English language, 
if available; or other proof of official publications. Please see above the note on publications in other 
languages.  

 Short motivation letter in English explaining the wish to participate in the training cycle  

http://www.icmpd.org/
mailto:momenta@icmpd.org


 
  

 

           

Only selected participants will be contacted. The organisers reserve the right to contact journalists via email or 
phone before making the final selection.   

Please, address all questions related to the submission to momenta@icmpd.org.  

Application and selection procedure: 

 Deadline for submission of complete applications in English: 25 September 2020, 17:00 CET, to 
momenta@icmpd.org  

 Potential consultations with shortlisted candidates: 25 – 30 September 2020 

 Notifications of acceptance: 9 October 2020 

 Training: 20 – 22 October, 3 – 5 and 17 – 19 November 2020 
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